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METROPOLITAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [12.09 pm]: I wish to advise members 

of the progress of the metropolitan local government review and to highlight its importance. In addition to 

conducting a number of public forums and meetings with stakeholders, the panel has assembled a substantial 

database of secondary research. This data, together with submissions authorised for public release, are included 

in the dedicated website www.metroreview.dlg.wa.gov.au. As at March 2012 this website has attracted more 

than 9 250 visits of which more than 4 888 were unique visitors. I am advised that the panel has received 

approximately 250 submissions in response to its issues paper released late last year. A review of the 

submissions reveals that many authors have given a great deal of consideration to gaps and opportunities. Some 

have argued for retaining the status quo or minor boundary change, whilst others have advocated a need for 

significant structural and governance adjustment. The panel has continued to meet with representatives of 

government and the private sector. Its next task is to prepare a draft findings report that distils the submissions 

and research material. This will be completed by early April 2012. The panel will be finalising its report, 

including recommendations for presentation to me in early June or early July this year.  

The local government structures and governance of the metropolitan area have remained virtually unchanged 

since 1910. There is a great deal of fragmentation, inconsistency and costly duplication across 30 councils in the 

metropolitan area. Importantly, I believe there are great opportunities for local governments to plan and deliver 

improved services that are relevant to our current and future residents and to work in partnership with the state 

government. This review is an important body of work. There have been many reviews in the past and, despite 

consistent recommendations for change, they have been ignored. The latest government projections are that the 

state population will increase to just over three million by 2026. It is likely that the metropolitan population will 

be approximately 2.2 million at that time. In 2009–10 the WA local government sector expenditure was 

approximately $3 billion.  

The economic drivers, our demographics and our environmental issues are now quite different from what they 

were 20 years ago, and no doubt will be different in another 20 years. Our local government structures and 

governance models must be relevant. I encourage all members to become familiar with this review, and offer my 

resources to assist those members in their understanding of the review.  

 


